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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant
questions, by a panel of subject teachers. This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the
standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in
this examination. The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’
responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way.
As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts. Alternative
answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for. If, after the
standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are
required to refer these to the Lead Examiner.

It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper. Assumptions about future mark
schemes on the basis of one year’'s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination
paper.

Further copies of this mark scheme are available from oxfordaga.com

Copyright information

OxfordAQA retains the copyright on all its publications. However, registered schools/colleges for OxfordAQA are permitted to copy material from this booklet for
their own internal use, with the following important exception: OxfordAQA cannot give permission to schools/colleges to photocopy any material that is
acknowledged to a third party even for internal use within the centre.

Copyright © 2023 OxfordAQA International Examinations and its licensors. All rights reserved.




MARK SCHEME — INTERNATIONAL GCSE ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE — 9280/R —

NOVEMBER 2023
Text 1 Email
Qu Marking Guidance Total
Marks
Accept
01 | C (On Friday) 1
Accept
02 | B (Hockey) 1
Accept
03 | B (To describe the people Hassan met in hospital) 1
Accept
04 | B (Hassan wants to talk to business owners) 1
Accept
05 | C (Laptops) 1
Accept
06 | A (To ask Abed to help raise money) 1
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Text 2 Preparing for Exams

For all open responses, accept reasonable spelling variations where the intended meaning is not lost
and, if said phonetically, would be understood.

Qu

Marking Guidance

Total
Marks

Accept

07

The preparation (beforehand)

Accept any reasonable variation that does not affect overall meaning.

Accept

08

By working out how many weeks you have left before your exams.

Accept any reasonable variation that does not affect overall meaning.

Accept any two of the following

09

How many subjects they are studying
Which ones need most attention
Free time

Other commitments

Accept any reasonable variation that does not affect overall meaning.

Accept

10

A (To advise students to follow their revision plan)

Award a maximum of two marks

11

2 marks — Candidate explains both the ideas of ‘commit the error’ — the idea of 2
make/carry out (other synonyms/explanations of ‘commit’ accepted) and the idea of
mistake/blunder/slip-up (other synonyms/explanations of ‘error’ accepted)

1 mark — Candidate explains one of these ideas or partially both
0 marks — Nothing worthy of credit/nothing written
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Accept
12 | C (Look back through your classwork) and D (Quizzes can help you identify things 2
to improve)
The letters can be accepted in any order.
Accept
13 | B (Focusing on small bits of information can help) and C (Revising is an ongoing, 2

steady process)

The letters can be accepted in any order.

Accept

14 | B (To give some guidance about exam preparation) 1
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Text 3 The Return of Records

For all open responses, accept reasonable spelling variations where the intended meaning is not lost
and, if said phonetically, would be understood.

Qu

Marking Guidance

Total
Marks

Accept

15

C (Streaming platforms are the most popular way to listen to music)

Accept

16

B (To describe how record sales have increased in recent years)

Award a maximum of one mark

17

1 mark — Candidate explains the idea of ‘account for’ — explain/justify (other
synonyms/explanations for ‘account for’ accepted)
0 marks — Nothing worthy of credit/nothing written

Accept any three of the following

18

Like the feel

Enjoy looking at the artwork
Prefer the sound

Like to collect

Feel part of a community

Verb form required.
Accept any reasonable variation that does not affect overall meaning.
Award a mark for each correct response even if on the same line.

Award a maximum of two marks

19

2 marks — Candidate explains both ideas of ‘rewarding’ —
worthwhile/pleasing/fulfilling (other synonyms/explanations for ‘rewarding’

accepted) and ‘experience’ — event/occurrence (other synonyms/explanations for

‘experience’ accepted)
1 mark — Candidate explains one of these ideas or partially both
0 marks — Nothing worthy of credit/nothing written
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Accept
20 | A (Buy magazines), B (Charge their phones), D (Have conversations) and E (Look 4
at records)
The letters can be accepted in any order.
Award a maximum of one mark
21 | 1 mark — Candidate explains the idea of ‘cramped’ — confined/small (other 1
synonyms/explanations of ‘cramped’ accepted)
0 marks — Nothing worthy of credit/nothing written
Past tense required.
Accept any two of the following
22 | ¢ Easily scratched 2
e Hard to store
¢ Require (bulky) equipment
¢ (more) Inconvenient (than phones)
Accept any reasonable variation that does not affect overall meaning.
Award a mark for each correct response even if on the same line.
Award a maximum of two marks.
Award a maximum of two marks
23 | 2 marks — Candidate explains both the ideas of ‘regain’ — get 2
back/recapture/reclaim (other synonyms/explanations of ‘regain’ accepted) and
‘dominance’ — power/strong position/ascendancy (other synonyms for ‘dominance’
accepted)
1 mark — Candidate explains one of these ideas or partially both
0 marks — Nothing worthy of credit/nothing written
Present tense required.
Accept
24 | B (It explains how records are becoming popular again) 1
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Text 4 A Visit to Berlin

For all open responses, accept reasonable spelling variations where the intended meaning is not lost
and, if said phonetically, would be understood.

Qu Marking Guidance Total
Marks

Award a maximum of three marks

25 | 3 marks — Candidate explains all ideas of ‘imagined’ — 3
thought/expected/anticipated (other synonyms/explanations for ‘imagined’
accepted), ‘unattractive’ — not pretty/ugly/unappealing (other
synonyms/explanations of ‘unattractive’ accepted) and ‘austere’ — grim/bleak/basic
(other synonyms/explanations of ‘austere’ accepted)

2 marks — Candidate explains two ideas or partially three

1 mark — Candidate explains one of these ideas or partially two

0 marks — Nothing worthy of credit/nothing written

Accept any four of the following

26 Took in the view 4
Marvelled at the architecture
Thought about the week ahead
Began to plan (what to do)
Noted down ideas

Checked out (some) places
Felt exhausted

Lay down on bed

Fell asleep

Verb form required.
Accept any reasonable variation that does not affect overall meaning.
A mark awarded for each even if on the same line.

Award a maximum of two marks

27 | 2 marks — Candidate explains both the ideas of ‘turbulent’ — 2
chaotic/unstable/unruly/unsettled (other synonyms/explanations of ‘turbulent’
accepted) and ‘history’ — past/record/story (other synonyms/explanations of ‘history’
accepted)

1 mark — Candidate explains one of these ideas or partially both

0 marks — Nothing worthy of credit/nothing written
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Accept any three of the following
28 | e ltisin the centre (of Berlin) 3
e |tis an art collection
o lItis (a) different (type of art collection)
o |tis open-air
e |tis permanent
e ltis a set of murals/street art
¢ It was (first) painted in 1990
e The images are painted on the (old) Berlin Wall
e There are 105 pieces (of art)
¢ |t shows images of the artists’ hopes (for a better world)
Accept any reasonable variation that does not affect overall meaning.
A mark awarded for each even if on the same line.
Accept
29 | A (To describe the history and features of an art collection) 1
Award a maximum of one mark
30 | 1 mark — Candidate explains the idea of ‘less picturesque’ — not as nice to look at/ 1
less pretty/less attractive (other synonyms/explanations for ‘less picturesque’
accepted)
0 marks — Nothing worthy of credit/nothing written
Accept
31 | A (The writer explores the area on foot) and D (The writer sees the concrete 2
buildings in the morning)
The letters can be accepted in any order.
Accept
32 | A (Potsdamer Platz is a redeveloped, popular area for visitors. It's in the middle of 1
the city)
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Accept any four of the following

33 A stunning collection of shops, businesses and nightlife 4
A striking example of urban renewal
The jaw-dropping skyscrapers
Mesmerising glass giants

The brilliance of the area

The beautifully glitzy buildings
Spectacular places

e The well-designed cinemas, museums and theatres

Accept any reasonable variation that does not affect overall meaning.
A mark awarded for each even if on the same line.

Accept any two of the following

34 | ¢ (A glorious) melting pot of cultures 2
¢ (I heard) seven different languages spoken

¢ (The) world in miniature

¢ (Where) diverse groups of people exist happily

Accept any reasonable variation that does not affect overall meaning.
A mark awarded for each even if on the same line.

Accept

35 | A (The text describes a writer’s enjoyable trip to a capital city where he visited 1
places of interest)

10



